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Kia Ora & Grccting,s :

NEWS INSIDE: Japanese Host Families wanted; Waitakere Zone Soccer
Success; BOT Elections; PARE Programme; Cars in school grounds

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We are well and truly into the wet
weather now and the changeable
nature of winter!

Last week | spent time in class-
rooms speaking to students about
their “learning intentions” in the
lesson they were involved in. In
today’s learning climate we em-
phasise the importance of knowing
what you are learning and for what
purpose. We can then talk about
the next steps to progress to in
learning.

I’'m always impressed by the way
our students can verbalise this
very important and powerful learn-
ing notion. This is a great credit
to both students and teachers.

This week at assembly | will be
speaking to students about
“making the right choices”.

The Leadership Team suspended
four students last week for bringing
an illegal substance into the
school. Those involved had to be
sanctioned by the Discipline Com-
mittee of the Board of Trustees.
They returned to school this week
with strict conditions around their
continued schooling.

As parents we all have to help chil-
dren make moral decisions. Ado-
lescents receive a barrage of mes-
sages representing the world as
full of pitfalls and problems. Our
rules are quite clear around these
boundaries. It does raise the issue
however of what adolescent stu-
dents are exposed to in the media,
through the internet and from their
peers.

It also raises the issue of how
schools and parents respond to
mistakes made as children step
through adolescence, and whether
soft or punitive approaches are
taken or if some middle ground
exists.

At this point in time, we have taken
the middle ground by putting sanc-
tions and conditions in place, cou-
pled with an educational pro-
gramme that, one, will be a deter-
rent and, secondly, will educate
students to the dangers of their
actions.

As a school we have a programme
in place to develop our students’
awareness of the dangers that are
prevalent in our communities. We
ask that you, as parents/
caregivers, engage in discussion
with your children of the dangers of
peer pressure and substance
abuse. Many thanks for your on-
going support.

Host Families for Japahese
Visitors

GEIS and Sawara Junior High from
Fukuoka, Japan have a relation-
ship and are sister schools. This
relationship means groups travel
between Japan and New Zealand
regularly. 2010 will see GEIS host
a group of students from Sawara
for 5 nights in early August. De-
tails are currently being confirmed
and worked through with Sawara
and Educational Travel. In 2011
GEIS will travel to Japan on a re-
turn trip. These trips are a ‘good
will exchange between the two
schools and therefore host families
do not get paid.

Queen’s Birthday ~-School closed
ICAS Science [ xam

BOT Meeting, 6.30pm

Meet the High Schools[ vening
Last day Term Two

Thursclag 27 Mag 2010

If you have a Year 7 student that
would be interested in hosting a Japa-
nese student this year and then trav-
elling to Japan in 2011, please email
M ark W hitford
(markw@geis.school.nz) , Associate
Principal by June 11™. More details
will be sent home to families once
they become available.

Waitakere Zonhe Girls ahd Boys
goccer Competitions
@ During week 3 and 4 of this
term, our four boys and four
girls soccer teams repre-
sented GEIS at the Waitak-
ere Zone Soccer Competi-
tions. All 112 GEIS partici-
pants were a pleasure to take and
were great ambassadors for our
school. The competitors played hard,
displaying superb skill in every match
and as a result received some out-
standing results.

The Year 7A boys team achieved 2nd
overall narrowly losing 3 -2 in the fi-
nal. The Year 8A boys team also
achieved 2nd overall, only closely
losing 1 nil in their final. However, the
Year 7A and Year 8A girls WON their
competitions, making them Waitakere
Zone Champions. Both teams will
now represent the Waitakere Zone at
the Auckland Zone Competition on
Wednesday 2nd June. On behalf of
our school, we wish them all another
successful tournament.

Horticulture Group

Many thanks to Mr Norris % QQ
and the Friday Horticul- (05
ture Group who have 2

planted citrus trees in the 4 JV/“

garden bins in the Tech-
nology area. They have also created
17 hanging baskets for our Auditorium
and Office entrance area. They look
magnificent

Monday 7 June
Wed 9 June
Wed 9 June
Thu 17 June
Friz July
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Board of Trustee Elections
Congratulations to our new and existing
representatives who have been elected
to the Board of Trustees. We wish the
board well as they take office from 18
May 2010. Thank you to those who
stood for election, the final results were
very close.

Parent Representative Votes
Suzy Aislabie (209); Patrick Baker
(219); Leah Brain (151); Debbie
Carswell-Griffiths (154); Rebecca
Robertson (143); Philip Wilkinson
(230); Invalid votes (7).

I hereby declare the following duly
elected:

Suzy Aislabie

Patrick Baker

Leah Brain

Debbie Carswell-Griffiths

Philip Wilkinson

Staff Representative:
Dave Kindley

Jill Bain, Returning Officer

Gcience Rootn Equipment Wanhted
We are looking for some basic equip-
ment and if you are able to help us with
any of these items it would be greatly
appreciated. Some of the things we are
looking for are pots, frying pans, plastic
or glass bowls, plastic containers,
spoons, knives, forks, tongs, ice cream
containers and cutting boards. If you
are able to donate any of these items
they can be delivered to Room 27. We
are also looking for a fridge so if you
have one you are not using and are
willing to donate please email Miss
Angela Chitty on
angelach@geis.school.nz. Thank you
in advance for your support.

Freezer Wanted
This term Piha Mini
School’'s Year 7 stu-

dents are doing an In-
quiry on ‘Is My Home a
Science Lab?’ and are
working towards an Ice cream making
project. In preparation for this we are
trying to source a freezer so it is possi-
ble do this fun project. We are hoping
that someone in the school community
might have a spare chest freezer that
they could loan to Piha for a few weeks.
If you do, please email Sarah-
JaneC@geis.school.nz or contact your
child’s classroom teacher.

gchool Stationery Shop

We stock a good range of stationery at
very competitive prices. We also have
available for purchase

school lanyards at $2.50 7/

each. Great for holding onto w
bus tickets, keys etc.

DARE Programme

This year our Year 8 students are in-
volved in the DARE programme as part
of our curriculum in Health Education.
The overall intention of the programme
“DARE to be you’ aims to help build
and reinforce young people’s own sense
of who they are—their own unique skills
and qualities and also encourages them
to look beyond their own lives, to de-
velop empathy for the people immedi-
ately around them and in their commu-
nity.

We have included three excellent po-
ems on self esteem issues from stu-
dents in Mr Lowther’s class, Room 18

I am a girl who has a dream

I wonder whatdés go
me next year

I hear the sounds of my classroom
chattering

I see the
so cute

I want to be happy and live my life to
the fullest

I am a girl who has a dream

ducks wa

I pretend that my name is Lulu

I feel that | 6édm al
I touch my face in the mirror and
Il worry if 1 6m too

I cry when my friends leave me out
and replace me but
I am a girl who has a dream

| understand that
come true
I say fAdondt worry

I dream of being different

I try to make it work and

I hope it will work but never mind
I am a girl who has a dream

By Luchone

I am friendly and sporty

I wonder where the water goes
when the tide goes in

I hear people talking

I see people walking

I want this world to be peaceful
I am friendly and sporty

I pretend to be flying

I feel hurt when people tease me
I touch my ipod touch

I worry about my family

I cry when people hurt me

I am friendly and sporty

I understand the Samoan lan-
guage

I say fistop ito tip
are hurting others

I dream that the world is peaceful
I try as hard as | can in school

I hope my family is safe

I am friendly and sporty

By Fale

I am...short and weird

I wonder...if animals understand
each other

I hear...beautiful music in my ears
I see...the sun setting on a beach
I want...to have wings

I am...short and weird

I pretend...I have beautiful wings
I feel...happy

I touch...a beautiful white tiger

I worry...when something goes
wrong

I cry...when | feel sad

I am...short and weird

I understand...how great we are

I say...what I think

I dream...to go to the place where
everyone flys

I try...to do the right thing

I hope...I grow up to be a doctor
I am...short and weird

By Alisha
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ase note that, for student safety
liegSone, parents are discouraged from
driving into the school grounds before
school or in the afternoon from 2.45 to
3.15pm. On wet days in particular the
combination of school buses, cars and

In ptudgntsslepyng enyragsg creates a

chaotic and potentially unsafe situa-
tignt Thgnk [yqu ifog your cooperation
in this matter.

Kind regards

Terry Hewetson
Principal

COMMUNITY NOTICES

WAITAKERE COLLEGE® OPEN EVENING.
Year 8 students and parents are invited
to attend Waitakere College Open Eve-
ning on Thursday 22 July at 7.00pm.
AVONDALE COLLEGE OPEN EVENING
Wednesday 28 July, 4pm—7pm.
AUCKLAND GIRLSO BAMMAR SCHOOL—
Open Day Thursday 3 June, anytime
from 9.30am—2.30pm.

TITIRANGI BADMINTON CLuUB-_ All children
aged 8-15 welcome to attend on a
Wednesday from 5-7pm. Seniors are
also welcome Tuesday and/or Thursday
7pm till late. First night free. Any que-
ries ph Nicola 8373780
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