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Kia Ora & Greetings
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ICAS International Competitions; GEIS Staf# 2010

Dear Parents and Caregivers

A very big welcome to all our families
who are part of GEIS in 2010. Many
thanks to all of you who attended our
Year 7 Powhiri at the start of the
term. This was a wonderful way to
welcome our new Year 7 students
and give them a sense of our GEIS
family.

As | said at the Powhiri, the cohort of
2010 is the first set of classes who
will develop our mini school culture.
No doubt students have discussed
the beaches concept and the new
beginnings for Muriwai, Te Henga,
Piha and Karekare Mini Schools.

From my own perspective, it's great
to be back in our community after
spending 2009 at Auckland Univer-
sity where | covered many areas of
interest and visited many school
(82+) during the year. We have a
unique setting and culture at GEIS,
which I'm sure we can continue to
improve and develop for all our stu-
dents.

Head Boy, Niwa van Leeuwen, ad-
dresses parents and students at the
Powhiri.

A big welcome to all our staff, including
new staff who are joining us this year,
and to those staff returning after being
away.

Russell Thompson, Nathan Dowding,
Pam Hooper-Corbett and Viki Runner-
strum all return after being away for a
few years.

New Staff appointments include Chris-
tina Prangnell (Rm 4), Teresa Watts (Rm
6), Paul Carter (Rm 8), Katy Parris (Rm
15), Caroline Shum (Rm 23), Doug Jen-
kins (Rm 29), Hana Turner (Food Tech-
nology), and Chris Horne (Dramatic
Arts). Welcome to our GEIS community.

Middle Management appointments
made last year include:

Andrea Thomas, Assistant
Karekare Mini School

Sarah-Jane Codyre, Assistant Principal,
Piha Mini School

Barbara Cloonan, Assistant Principal,
Te Henga Mini School
Belinda Hirst, Assistant
Muriwai Mini School

Mark Whitford continues as our Associ-
ate Principal, and Michelle Tuivaiti con-
tinues as Deputy Principal.

I’'m sure you will get to know our team as
the year progresses.

Principal,

Principal,

International Student

Homestays

A warm welcome to our Korean visi-
tors from Donghae, Jeongbuk and
Taebaek who will be with us for the
month of February. We trust they will
have a positive and enriching experi-
ence, both at GEIS and in New Zea-
land. Also, a huge thank you to Mr
Charles Han and Captain Cook Cul-
tural Exchange for their organisation,
and to all our GEIS buddies. Special
thanks also goes to our wonderful
homestay families who have opened
their homes so willingly to our visitors.

Home and School Diary

All students have been issued with a
Home & School Diary. There is a
$6.00 charge for the diary and if you
haven’'t yet paid for it would you
please send the money to school
promptly.

This diary contains information that we
see as important for parents and care-
givers. It is a means of communica-
tion with home and also has in it our
“GEIS Bystanders Code of Conduct”
and the “GEIS Way”. These are sets
of guidelines and expectations that we
expect all students to understand and
live by. We suggest that parents/
caregivers discuss points in this diary
and ask to see it from time to time and
monitor it frequently. Your support is
always appreciated.

School Roll

The school roll continues to have
pressure from out of zone enrolments
and we have to apologise to those
parents who have children on the wait-
ing list. We have held the roll at just
over 1000 students and will continue
with 33 classes this year.

Coming

Events

Natioha| Standards

Many of you will have read and seen
the developing debate around Na-
tional Standards. Staff will inform
you of our testing programme and
our progress towards implementing
National Standards at our initial par-
ent interview evening which will take
place in a few weeks time.

BOT Meeting
Waitemata Half School Swimming Sports
Manukau Half School Swimming Sports

Meet the Teacher Evening

Wed 17 Feb, 6.30pm
Fri 26 Feb
Fri 5 March

Tue 30 March
3.10f 8.30pm
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Glen Eden Intermediate School

Learn an instrument at GEIS
Tuition is available from qualified, ex-
perienced tutors in piano, keyboard,
violin, flute, drums, clarinet, saxo-
phone, acoustic and electric guitar.
Individual lessons are 1/2 hour once
per week, taught during school hours.
$23 per lesson (($15 for shared les-
sons available in guitar and violin in
consultation with the tutor). Forms are
available from the Performing Arts
noticeboard outside the Music room,
or from the school office.

Term Dates 2010

Term 1

Wed 3 February to Thu 1 April
Term 2

Mon 19 April to Fri 2 July

Term 3

Mon 19 July to Fri 24 September
Term 4

Mon 11 Oct to Thu 16 December

OUniform Shop

Uniform Shop hours are 8.00—
9.00am, Monday—Thursday.

SCHOOL STAFF 2010

Principal Terry Hewe
Associate Principal Mark Whitfo)
Deputy Principal Michelle Tui

Karekare Mini School

Rm 6 Teresa Watts; Rm 7 Andrea Tho
Piha Mini School

Rm 1 Nathan Dowding; Rm 2 Sandra F:I

gchool Bus Information
Henderson/Oratia Bus

All students should now be using a 10-
ride ticket for this service. Tickets can
be purchased from the Finance Office.
There are now 2 buses in the after-
noon for Oratia and Henderson. New
bus routes are available from the of-
fice.

Laingholm / Woodlands Park / Huia,
Arahoe, Green Bay

The lists and bus passes for these
school bus routes are currently being
processed. Bus passes will be
handed to eligible students next week.
Students not eligible for the free ser-
vice will be given a letter requesting
payment (if payment has not already
been made). Passes will be issued
once payment is received. The cost
per term is $80 for both morning and
afternoon service or $40 for one way
service. Bus agreements must be
returned to the school office before a
bus pass can be issued.

Notification of Absences

Our voice mail is available for re-
cording absences before school
hours. Please remember to phone the
school office before 9.30am (Ph 817
0032) if your child is not attending
school. This allows for cross checking
with our classroom teachers.
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as; Rm 8 Paul Carter

ser; Rm 3 Wendy Dunn; Rm 4 Christina P

ICAGS International
Competitiohs

ICAS competitions provides an oppor-
tunity for students to gain a measure
of their own achievement in an exter-
nal assessment situation. It provides
parents and students with reporting
results in English, Mathematics, Sci-
ence, Spelling, Writing and Computer
Skills. If you wish your child to partici-
pate a notice that outlines sitting dates
and entry fees is available from your
child’s classroom teacher or the
school office. All registration forms
and monies must be received by

Friday 19" March.

gchool Newsletter

These are sent out fortnightly. If you
would like to receive the newsletter by
email, please advise the office of your
email address or send it to
jillb@geis.school.nz

Kind regards

Terry Hewetson
Principal

rangnell; Rm 5 Pam Stewart;

Rm 9 Viki Runnerstrum; Rm 10 Martin Hett; Rm 11 Sarah Jane Codyre; Rm 12 Mirlam Simon;
Rm 13 Graham Stewart; Rm 14 Michael Norris; Rm 15 Katy Parris; Rm 16 Mary Hughes

Te Henga Mini School
Rm 17 Rebecca Dam; Rm 18 Ray Lowther; Rm 19 Barbara Cloonan; Rm 20 Tamryn Nicholson;
Rm 21 Deb McSkimming; Rm 22 Richafd Barry; Rm 23 Caroline Shum; Rm 24 Cate Green

Muriwai Mini School
Rm 25 Heather Downie; Rm 26 Matthew Short; Rm 27 Angela Chitty; Rm 28 Fran¢es Thompson;
Rm 29 Doug Jenkins; Rm 30 Glenys Eddy; Rm 31 Belinda Hirst; Rm 32 Jessica Tipbetts; Rm 33 Nicola Pitcher

Specialist Teachers
Hard Materials—Dave Kindley; Soft Materials—Marianne McRae; Food Technolpgy—Hana Turner;

Design Technology—Vicky Tubert; Video Production—Alan Diprose; Sound Arts—Bronwyn Jensen;
Dramatic Arts—Chris Horne

Sports Coordinator—Vaimoana Va’ai

International Student Director—Lesley King; International Student Support—Janhe Robinson

Progressive Learning Centre
Team Leader—Jan Peach; Student Support—Pam Hooper-Corbett; Yvonne Mcl
Teacher Aide Support—Sue Davis, Jegn Miller, Fiona Rosan, Robyn van den Berg
Chrissy Rielly

ICT & PRT Coordinator—Kim Wilkinson; AP & PRT Support—Russell Thompson

Support Staff
Executive Officer—Margaret Scott; Prfi nci p al 6 s-JillBai, Recepdioni

Finance Assistant—Jenny TeBay; Hedlth Centre—Deirdre Pollok; Resource M

owell
Sandra Hefford,

t—Jenny Mettam;
nager—Kim Kerrigan

Property Manager—Andrew Howe; Grpundsman—Mike Mowbray

Librarian—Karen Collins; Library Assi;tant—Sophie Campton




